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Exalted Ruler’s Message

You should have received a letter from Grand Lodge stating that our Lodge is on probation. I want to take this opportunity to explain why this has occurred and what is being done about it.
For many years, our lodge Audit was graciously performed by two Lodge members, Wayne Wallschlaeger and Jim
Driscoll, at absolutely no cost to us. Their generous contributions of time and expertise saved our Lodge tens of thousands of dollars. Due to time constraints, these two members notified us last year that they would not be able to continue this investment of their time. We have been trying to find another alternative that would perform this work at a low
cost- this is the entire reason for the delay. Last week, we agreed to have the audit performed by an accountant who
also does the Oshkosh lodge audit, and he has agreed to do ours at a cost of between $1500- $2,000. Please know that
myself and the Board of Trustees take full responsibility for this delay and we will have a thorough audit completed as
soon as possible so that we are compliance with Section 13.040(d). In no way was anything being done to hide our
numbers- we were simply trying to save the Lodge much-needed expenses.
As far as Section 9.130(j), we all recognize that maintaining our large building and continuing to operate a Membersonly Club with our current membership numbers is indeed a challenge. We unfortunately also have over 50 delinquencies in 2014-15 Dues payments. We look forward to working with the PDDGER Jim Meyer to explain what our actions have been, and will be, going forward, and to accept any help and assistance he is able to provide us. We have
implemented many good ideas this year which have generated much needed funds for operating expenses and building
restoration/improvement- for example the Walleye Weekend Beer/Food tent and “Cash is King” Raffle. On October
25, we will be initiating at least 15 new members into our Lodge. Our three Bowling leagues started this month, and
this is the time of year that revenues improve for our Club operations. So, while we have had a slow start to the 20142015fiscal year- which runs from April 1-March 31 of each year, we believe that our
financial condition going forward is solid, but we will need your support to keep things headed
in the right direction. Please know that we value your loyal membership, and that we are
always looking for member’s input to make your Lodge an inviting place socially, and an
institution which continues its vital good works in our community.
Fraternally,
Josh Emanuel

A Veterans Committee for Fond du Lac, Elks #57 is forming. Please join us as we take a more
active roll in remembering our Veterans and their service. There will be more information in
the coming Varieties, please watch for the articles. Maybe you have an interest, but don't
have time for meetings. We would still like to have your input. There is a place for you,
please let us add you to our committee.
Please call 923-2373 or email wein57@hotmail.com
November is Veterans Remembrance Month
For the Order of Elks, veterans remembrance is a daily proposition. We never have and never will never forget the sacrifices these heroes made so that we may be free. But it has been a tradition for the Order to redouble its efforts on behalf of veterans in November, not just for Veterans Day, but for the entire month. For the Elks, November is Veterans
Remembrance Month. Watch for the POW/MIA table that will be on display at the Club for the month of November.
Thank you to all Veterans for your time served.
William J. Weinshrott, PER, PDDGER, Chairman
National Veterans Service Commission,Wisconsin Elks Association
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Veteran’s Appreciation Luncheon

ENF Per Capita
as of 9/30/14:
$8.52
NOTICE!
Club will be closed December 21 through 29. We will
re-open for lunch on
December 30
Happy Holidays!

Fond du Lac Elks Lodge No. 57
33 Sheboygan Street
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
Phone (920) 922-5757
Website: www.elks57.com

Facebook: Fond du Lac Elks Lodge #57

OFFICERS OF LODGE 57
Exalted Ruler . . . . . . ... ...Josh Emanuel
Leading Knight . . . . . . .. . .. …. (Vacant)
Loyal Knight (Interim) . . . Terry Gaffney
Lecturing Knight . . . . . . .Tyler Vorpagel
Esquire . . . . . . . . . . . . Lee Ann Lorrigan
Tiler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….Greg Mies
Inner Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Runde
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Trista Holz
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joseph Moore
Chaplain . . . . . ... . ………Norm Behnke
Organist . . . . … . . . … Terry Shoemaker
Presiding Justice………………..(Vacant)
Club E-MAIL: manager@elks57.com
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. Gary Soll
2 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tom Walker
3 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earl Wohlust
4 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……Scott Calvert
5 year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scott Reath
HOUSE COMMITTEE
Chairperson—Vacant
Scott Calvert; Chris Carew; Ron Emanuel;
Joe Leventhal; Joe Moore; Gary Soll; Tom
Walker; Earl Wohlust
EX-OFFICIO
Josh Emanuel
Trista Holz
Kelly Brzezinski
AUXILIARY PRESIDENT
Christina Metivier
BULLETIN EDITOR
Terry Shoemaker

High Performance
Mike Loehr, Owner

145 E Scott St
Fond du Lac WI 54935

920-923-5370
Residential and Commercial
Fully Insured
Over 29 years experience
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Tuesday November 11, 2014 at 1200 hrs
For Elks, “So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and
Protective Order Of Elks will never forget them.” On November 11th, 2014 at 1200 hrs, Fond du Lac Lodge #57,
B.P.O.E. will hold a Veterans appreciation luncheon at the
Club House at 33 Sheboygan Street. This is open to all veterans, young and old, both Elks and non-Elks. Please come and
let us show our appreciation for your service.









Sat. Nov. 1 Dinner Theater 5:00 Cocktails
Tues. Nov. 4 Lodge Meeting 7:30
Tues. Nov.11 Veteran’s Day Luncheon 11:30
Wed. Nov. 12 Board of Director’s Meeting 5:00
Tues. Nov. 18 House Committee Meeting 6:00
Tues. Nov. 18 Lodge Meeting 7:30
Thurs. Nov 27 Thanksgiving Dinner 12:00

Elk Member Birthdays in November
1
1
2
2
3
5
6
8
10
11
11
14
15
15
16

Thomas Soukup
Ross Stewart
Michael Hackbarth
Tyler Lavey
Thomas Whealon
Tim Lakin
Mark Abitz
Christine Carew
Amie Dettmann
Terry Leasa
Roger Searl
Ronald Haag
Michael Brunmeier
Ronald McCreedy
Charles Day

17
17
18
18
18
19
21
21
22
22
23
24
24
25
28

Michael Loehr
Mary Jo Neumann
David Boudry
Peter Ozolins
James Woodruff
Dan Kaminsky
John Pelletier
Earl Wohlust
Claudia Beaster-Christie
James Gilmore
Anthony Halfmann
Larry Margelfsky
Leo Schneider
Shayne Bauer
William Zwicker

Happy Birthday to All of You!
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Fond du Lac Lodge Americanism Essay Winner Lexi Kifer is shown reading her essay to the
delegates in attendance at the Wisconsin Elks Association Fall Conference which was held
September 13 in Platteville. She is pictured (above, left) with her mother and father, Elizabeth and Phil Kifer, GER Amen, and Scott Reath, Lodge Americanism Committee Chair.

47th Annual Major Fundraiser Spaghetti
Dinner volunteers pictured below and
left. Thanks to all who participated!
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Cash is King Raffle Drawing Party

The winning tickets are pulled while Scott Calvert, Chairman of the event (left) keeps track
of which tickets win prizes. A total of 253 tickets were sold for $100 each. All cash prizes
were awarded totaling $20,000. The net proceeds (before expenses) go towards the lift project, extending handicapped/wheelchair accessibility from the main floor to the ballroom.

HEY YOU!

We’re organizing Committees and need YOU!
Hoop Shoot, Soccer, Bowling, Drug Awareness,
Veteran’s Service, Youth Activitie National
Foundation, Lodge Activities, Membership,
Americanism, and more! If interested,
Contact:
Trista Holz, Secretary
tristaholz@gmail.com

(Right) Happy

Elks dancing to some golden
Beatles oldies performed by The BriTins.

Home of the Oldest (and finest) Sanctioned Bowling Establishment in the United States
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Roots of 11 O’Clock Toast may Date to 11th Century

Submitted by: Ira W. Earp, Grand Lodge Fraternal Committee
The 11 O’Clock Toast, which Elks make at meetings and social functions, traces its roots to the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes. It is believed that the affiliation several of the Elks’ founding members had with
the Buffaloes may have influenced the Toast in that they also practiced an 11 o’clock toast in remembrance of
the Battle of Hastings in October 1066.Following his victory, William of Normandy imported a set of rules to
keep control of a seething Norman-Saxon population always on the edge of revolution.
Among those rules was a curfew law requiring all watch fires, bonfires (basically all lights controlled by private citizens that could serve as signals) to be extinguished at 11 each night. From strategically placed watchtowers that also served as early fire-alarm posts, the call would go out to douse or shutter all lights and bank
all fires. This also served to discourage secret and treasonous meetings, as chimney sparks stood out against
the black sky. A person away from his home and out on the darkened streets, risked great peril from either
evildoers or patrolling militia.
The hour of 11 quickly acquired a somber meaning, and in the centuries that followed, became the synonym
throughout Europe for someone on his deathbed or about to go into battle: i.e. “His family gathered about his
bed at the 11th hour,” or “The troops in the trenches hastily wrote notes to their families as the 11th hour approached when they must charge over the top.”
Thus, when the 15 Jolly Corks (of whom seven were not native-born Americans) voted on February 16, 1868,
to start a more formal and official organization, they were already aware of an almost universally prevalent
sentiment about the mystic and haunting aura connected with the nightly hour of 11, and it took no great eloquence by Vivian to establish a ritual toast similar to that of the Buffaloes at the next-to-last hour each day.
The great variety of 11 O’clock Toasts, including the Jolly Corks Toast, makes it clear that there was no fixed
and official version until 1906-10. Given our theatrical origins, it was almost mandatory that the pre-1900
Elks would be expected to compose a beautiful toast extemporaneously at will. Regardless of the form, however, the custom is as old as the Elks.

Here is the original Jolly Corks 11 O’Clock Toast:
“Now is the hour when Elkdom’s tower is darkened by the shroud of night,
And father time on his silver chime tolls off each moment’s flight.
In Cloistered halls each Elk recalls his Brothers where’er they be,
And traces their faces to well-known places in the annals of memory.
Whether they stand on a foreign land or lie in an earthen bed,
Whether they be on the boundless sea with the breakers of death ahead.
Whate’er their plight on this eerie night whate’er their fate may be
Where ever they are, be it near or far, they are thinking of you and me.
So drink from the fountain of fellowship to the Brother who clasped your hand
And wrote your worth in the rock of earth and your faults upon the sand.”
“TO OUR ABSENT BROTHERS”

Memorial Service Dec. 7
Every year on the first Sunday in December, all Elks across the nation remember and eulogize
those members who passed away over the previous twelve months. This solemn memorial service will be presented in the lodge room on Sunday, December 7, 2014, beginning at 11:00
o’clock. All Elk members, families and friends are invited to attend. Following the service a
complimentary light brunch will be served. If you plan to attend the service and brunch call
(920) 922-5757 (leave message) or email: manager@elks57.com by Friday, December 5, 2014

Varieties

6

Dear Ladies Auxiliary Members,
It was nice to see everyone at the September meeting! Our speakers from the Beacon House were great! It was nice to a
hear a success story from an individual who has made it through a difficult time in their lives with the guidance and love
from the Beacon House. Thank you to Mary Gerlach, Director, for such a wonderful program.
September was a busy month for entertainment at the Lodge! The Spaghetti Dinner Membership Drive was a success! This
event is a fundraiser for Camp Wawbeek, Wisconsin Dells! A big thank-you goes out to our ladies auxiliary members who
baked deserts and also to the many volunteers that helped with cooking, serving, clean-up, etc.
Mary Cody has set-up the date for our annual Salvation Bell Ringing. Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, December
9th. We will meet back at the lodge at 6:00 p.m for a warm complimentary dinner! If you have and questions, please contact Mary at 922-7617.
The Cash is King Big Money Raffle / The Britins event was so entertaining! John Rosenfeldt won the grand prize of
$15,000.00!!! Congratulations John! After the drawing, it was upstairs to listen to the Britins. They were pretty awesome! The dance floor was crowded most of the night. Scott Calvert and company deserve big thanks for orchestrating both
events. Hint, can we get them back again next year? Hope to see you at the Lodge one of these days! To all my lady
friends I see regularly there, I enjoy your company!! Our club meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month with cocktail
hour starting at 5:30 pm and dinner & speaker at 6:30 pm in the Lodge. Please watch the “Varieties” for more information
each month. We invite you to join! Please contact me at (920) 238-9014 or cmetivier@charter.net if you would like more
information.
Christina Metivier, Auxiliary President

2014-2015 Auxiliary Officers
President - Christina Metivier
Corresponding Secretary - Claudia Beaster
President Elect - Christine Carew
Financial Secretary - Judie Behnke
Treasurer - Kathryn Curran
Historian - Kitty Hansen
Recording Secretary - Amy Soll
Auxiliary Member November Birthdays:
Christine Carew
Olive Richter
Margaret Brandenburg
Mary Ann Flood

8
11
14
20

Claudia Beaster-Christie
Mary White
Elaine Ottery

22
22
23

Spaghetti Dinner 2014

This year’s Major State Project Spaghetti Dinner was again a great success. All monies generated from the evening
goes to the Wisconsin Elk’s Respite Center at Camp Wawbeek in Wisconsin Dells. I want to thank everyone who
bought raffle, dinner and 50/50 tickets. We were able to generate almost $3000.00.
I want to take this time to thank the many members, spouses, family and friends who put in volunteer hours to help
make this event possible. Without all of your generosity we would not have been able to put n such a great event.
From stapling raffle tickets, to stuffing envelopes , to doing the mailing, cooking, serving, selling raffle and 50/50
tickets, working the door, bussing, right up to the cleanup, I cannot thank you all enough!! It truly shows that “Elks
Care Elk’s Share”
Our Ladies Auxiliary came through again with an assortment of delicious desserts. They really outdid themselves this
year. A special thank you to Judy Kreuger for the beautiful centerpieces. Again I want to acknowledge the many volunteers who worked a long day putting this event together.
I also want to thank the many businesses and members who donated prizes for the raffle. Without the support of our
members and the community, the raffle would not have been such a success.
Elk’s Lodge #57 should be very proud to be able to support the State Major Project again this year. It is with great
gratitude that we are able to sponsor campers to attend the camp. We all should be commended for all of our generosity in providing this gift for such an important organization.
In Elkdom…….many thanks
Joan Pinch, Leading Knight, Spaghetti Dinner Chair for 2014
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Now 3 Great Fond du Lac Locations to Serve You.

81 W. Pioneer Rd.
Fond du Lac
920-922-2826

UECKER-WITT FUNERAL HOME
Stephen C. Uecker
Don Kurki
524 North Park Ave.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
Phone: 920-922-5110
Web: www.ueckerwitt.com

Our 60 years
In providing top
And the finest
Will give you the

EXPERIENCE
QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
VALUE

For your commercial building projects
Metal Building Systems
Standing-Seam Roof Systems
For your commercial or residential fence projects

CONSTRUCTION
DIVISION OF SEARL, INC.

P O BOX 667 - 262 N SEYMOUR ST - FOND DU LAC WI

920-922-0850
email: searlinc@charter.net

969 E. Johnson St.
Fond du Lac
920-922-5559

W6606 Hwy 23
Fond du Lac
920-922-2272

Mach
Funeral Chapel & Crematory
31 East Division Street
Fond du Lac

Bruce Mach

Paul Dercks

www.machfuneralchapel.com

921-4420

Our Goal Remains - “Quality”
Doing the utmost for each and every family we serve.

INSURANCE AGENCIES, INC.
COMPLETE INSURANCE PROTECTION
- Auto/Trucks
- Boats
- Homeowners
- Bonds
- Motorcycles
- Business Packages
- Life and Health

14 Western Avenue
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
Serving The Area Since 1953
stacy@behnkeinsurance.com

922-3850

General Contractor
921-7830
“Serving Fond du Lac Since 1950”

Commercial - Industrial
Institutional

Varieties

8

FOND DU LAC ELKS NO. 57
33 SHEBOYGAN STREET
FOND DU LAC, WI 54935

Non-Profit Organization
US POSTAGE

PAID

Permit No. 23
Fond du Lac WI

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 Closed

3 Closed

4 Lunch 11—2
Noon Kiwanis
Lodge Mtg 7:30

5 Lunch 11—2
Evening Optimist

6 Lunch 11—2
Party on Patio
5—7

7 Lunch 11—2
Fish Fry 5-9

8

9 Closed

10 Closed

11 Veteran’s Day

12 Lunch 11—2
Evening Optimist

13 Lunch 11—2
Party on Patio
5—7
20 Lunch 11—2
Party on Patio
5-7

14 Lunch 11—2
Fish Fry 5-9

15

21 Lunch 11—2
Fish Fry 5-9

22

27 Thanksgiving
Dinner—12
No Party on Patio

28 Lunch 11—2
Fish Fry 5-9

29

16 Closed

17 Closed

23 Closed

24 Closed

30 Closed

Luncheon 12

Noon Kiwanis
18 Lunch 11 –2
Noon Kiwanis
House Cmte 6
Lodge Mtg 7:30

19 Lunch 11—2
Evening Optimist

25 Lunch 11 –2
26 Lunch 11—2
Noon Kiwanis
Evening Optimist
Auxiliary Mtg 5:30

